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Amendments to the Claims; 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings , of claims in the 
application: 

Listing of Claims: 

Claims 1-3 (cancelled) 

4. (currently amended) An automated product design method comprising: 

selecting at least one product layout from a plurality of retained product layouts 
having one or more image containers, 

selecting at least one image from a plurality of retained images h a ving at leant a 
ma nually : ol oo t cd pnrrhn repfesen&ag " mgBHB ima^o area . each retained image 
having associated therewith retained info rmation sufficient to define the size and location 
within the image of at least a minimum i mage area, the minimum image area having been 
rhnsen bv an image preparer based on at le a «t the image preparer's visual review of the 
image prior to the imaa* being made available for selection, and 

creating at least one cropped image version for at least one image container of at 
least one selected layout by perforrning at least a cropping operation on at least one 
selected image such mat the cropped image version contains at least the ininimum image 
area of the selected image. 

5. (previously presented) The method of claim 4 wherein at least one cropped image 
version is created such that, to the extent possible, the minimum image area is positioned 
substantially in the center of the cropped image version. 

6. (previously presented) The method of claim 4 wherein at least one cropped image 
version is created such that, to the extent possible, the minimum image area is positioned 
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in a location in the cropped image version that is substantially proportional to the position 
of the minimum image area in the selected image. 

7. (previously presented) The method of claim 4 wherein the step of creating 
includes resizing the selected image prior to performing a cropping operation. 

8. (currently amended) An automated product design method comprising: 

selecting at least one product layout from a plurality of retained producLlayouts 
having one or more image containers, 

selecting at least one image from a plurality of retained images having at loaot - a 
manually soloo t cd image portion representing an ideal image area , each retained image 
having associated therewith re t ained information sufficient to define the size and focation 
within the image of at least an ideal ima ge area, the ideal image area having been selected 
hv an image preparer prior to the image being made available for selection and 

creating at least one cropped image version for at least one image container of at 
least one selected layout by performing at least a cropping operation on at least one 
selected image such that the cropped image version is ,to the extent possible, created 
from the portion of the image representing the ideal image area of the image. 

9. (previously presented) The method of claim 8 wherein at least one cropped image 
version is created such that any content that is cropped from the selected image during a 
cropping operation is cropped substantially equally from opposite edges of the ideal 
image area, whereby the cropped image version is created substantially from the center of 
the ideal image area 

10. (previously presented) The method of claim 8 wherein the step of creating 
includes resizing the selected image prior to performing a cropping operation 

1 1 . (currently amended) An automated product design method comprising: 

selecting at least one product layout from a plurality of retained pro duct layouts 
having one or more image containers, 
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selecting at least one image from a plurality of retained images having at loaot a 
ma nually soloct e d imago portion representing a minimum imago oroa and a manually 
lol ooto d im ago p o rt ion rrpT f i o nli ne nn nrtv » , parh returned image having 

associated therewith retained information sufficie nt to de fi ne the s ize and location within 
the. imap ;e of at least a minimum image area and an ideal image area, the minimum and 
ideal image areas having been chosen b y an image preparer based on at least the image 
preparers visual review of the image prior to the image being made available for 
selection, and 

creating at least one cropped image version for at least one image container of at 
least one selected layout by performing at least a cropping operation on at least one 
selected image such that 1he cropped image version contains at least Ihe minimum image 
area and i s, to the extent possible, created substantially from the ideal image area. 

12. (previously presented) The method of claim 1 1 wherein at least one cropped image 
version is created such that, to the extent possible, the minimum image area is positioned 
in a location in the cropped image version that is substantially proportional to the position 
of the minimum image area in the ideal image area. 

13. (previously presented) The method of claim 1 1 wherein at least one cropped image 
version is created such that, to the extent possible, the minimum image area is positioned 
substantially in the center of the cropped image version.. 

14. (previously presented) The method of claim 1 1 wherein at least one cropped image 
version is created such that any content that is cropped from the selected image during a 
cropping operation is cropped substantially equally from opposite edges of the ideal 
image area, whereby the cropped image version is created substantially from the center of 
the ideal image area 

15. (previously presented) The method of claim 11 wherein the step of creating 
includes resizing the selected image prior to performing a cropping operation. 
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16. (previously presented) A computer-readable medium having computer-executable 
instructions for performing the steps of claim 11. 

17. (currently amended) An automated cropping method for an electronic image 
having a manually p i cdotorniinod portion representing a dg^ed minimum image area, 
the minimum image area having been previously select ed bv an image preparer based on 
at least the im a ge preparer's visual review of the image , the method comprising: 

(a) determining at least the size of an image container, 

(b) if a cropped version of the image can be created that meets the conditions 
of (i) filling the image container, (ii) containing at least the minimum image area, and 
(iii) having at least a pretetermined minimum image resolution, creating the cropped 
version of the image for the image container, and 

(c) if a cropped image version cannot be created at step (b), identifying the 
image as being incompatible with the image container. 



1 8. (previously presented) The method of claim 17 wherein the cropped version is 
created at step (b) such that the cropped version includes as much of the image as 
possible. 

19. (currently amended) An automated cropping method for an image having a 
prodotcrmincd portion representing an defined ideal image area, the ideal image area 
having been previously selected bv an image preparer based on at least the imag e 
pre parer's visual review of the image, t he method comprising 

(a) determining at least the size of an image container, 

(b) if a cropped version of the image can be created such that the cropped 
version meets the conditions of (i) filling the image container, (ii) having at least a 
predetermined minimum image resolution and (iii) including only content from the ideal 
image area, creating a corresponding cropped version containing image content entirely 
from within the ideal i mage area, 

(c) if a cropped version of the image cannot be created at step (b) and if a 
cropped version can be created such that the cropped version meets the conditions of (i) 
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filling the image container and (ii) having at least a predetermined minimum image 
resolution, creating a corresponding cropped version containing at least some image 
content from outside the ideal image area , and 

(d) if a cropped version of the image cannot be created at step (b) or step (c), 
identifying the image as being incompatible with the image container. 

20. (previously presented) The method of claim 19 wherein the corresponding cropped 
version is created at step (b) such that the cropped version meets the further condition of 
(iv) including as much of the ideal image area as possible. 

21 . (previously presented) The method of claim 1 9 wherein the corresponding cropped 
version created at step (c) such that the cropped version meets the further condition of 
(iii) including as little as possible of the image that is outside the ideal image area, 

22. (currently amended) An automated cropping method for an image having a 
predefined first image area and a predefined second image area, the first image area being 
smaller than the image and the second image area being smaller than the first image area, 
the method comprising 

(a) determining at least the size of an image container, 

(b) if the image can be cropped such that a cropped version can be created thai 
has at least a predetermined minimum image resolution when sized to fit the image 
container, contains all of the second image area, and contains no part of the image that is 
outside of the first image area, creating a corresponding cropped versio n containing 
ima ge content entirely from within the fi rst image area, 

(c) if a cropped version cannot be created at step (b) and the image can be 
cropped such that a cropped version can be created that has at least a predetermined 
minimum image resolution when sized to fit the image container and contains all of the 
second image area, creating a corresponding cropped version containing at least some 
i™a ge content fr om outside the first image area, 

(d) if a cropped version cannot be created at step (b) or (c), identifying the 
image as being incompatible with the image container. 
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23. (previously presented) The method of claim 22 wherein the corresponding cropped 
version created at step (b) is created such that it includes as much of the first image area 
as possible. 

24. (previously presented) The method of claim 22 wherein the corresponding cropped ■ 
version created at step (c) is created such mat it includes as little of the image outside of 
the first image area as possible. 

25. (currently amended) The method of claim 22 wherein the cropped version is 
created such that, to the extent possible, the first second area is positioned substantially in 
the center of the cropped version. 

26. (previously presented) A computer-readable medium having computer-executable 
instructions for performing the steps of claim 22. 

27. (currently amended) An image processing system comprising 
at least one server system having data storage means, 

a plurality of layouts stored on the server system and including one or more image 
containers, 

a plurality of images and associate d mimniflm image area information stored on the 
server system and having at least an a manually selected imag o portion roproocnting a 
ffww^im imngn nrc a. the associated informa tion for each image including at least 
information sufficient to define the size a nd location of at least a minimum image area in 

-ima^, tT^P minimum image area ha ving been chosen by an imape preparer based on. at 
least the image preparer's visual rev iew of the image, and 

an image processing program executable on the server system and having program 
code for creating at least one cropped image version of at least one image selected from 
the plurality of stored images such that the cropped image version is sized to fit at least 
one image container in at least one stored layout and contains at least the minimum image 
area of the selected image. 
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28. (currently amended) An image processing system comprising 
at least one server system having data storage means, 

a plurality of layouts stored on the server system and including one or more image 
containers, 

a plurality of images and associated ideal image information s tored on the server 
system and having at least a manually selected - image portion representing an idoal imago 
are a . the associated information for each image including a t least information sufficient 
to define the size and location of at least an ideal ima ge area m the image, the ideal image 
area having been chosen bv an image preparer base d on at least the image preparer's 
visual review of the image, and 

an image processing program executable on the server system and having program code 
for creating at least one cropped image version of at least one image selected from the 
plurality of stored images such that the cropped image version is sized to fit at least one 
image container in at least one stored layout and is ™>at^ to the extent possible, from 
the portion of tho acloctod image reprcaonting the ideal image area, 

29. (currently amended) An image processing system comprising 
at least one server system having data storage means, 

a plurality of layouts stored on the server system and including one or more image 
containers, 

a plurality of images and associated minimum and ideal image information stored on 
the server system and having at least an a manually sel e cted imag e portion representing 
an ido al imag e- area and a n a manua l ly solootcd imago portion representing n minimum, 
imagfr^ye a. the associated information for each ima ge including at least information 
sufficient to define the size and location o f at least a minimum image area and an ideal 
image area in the image, the minimum and ideal image areas having been chosen by _ an 
ima ge preparer based on at le ast the image preparer's visual review of the image, and 

an image processing program executable on the server system and having program 
code for creating at least one cropped image version of at least one image selected from 
the plurality of stored images such that the cropped image version is sized to fit at least 
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one image container in at least one stored layout, is created tp the extent possible from 
tho portion of the oolootcd imago roprooenting the ideal image area, and contains at least 
the minimum image area. 

30. (currently amended) A method for processing a plurality of digital image images 
to prepare and store information related to t he aaage images_for later use with an 
automated cropping system, the method comprising 

an image preparer visually e xamining the content of the each image, 
based on tho content at least the image prepare r's visual examination of the 
image, uunnnllj dnfminc the image preparer selecting at least one portion of the image to 
be used by the automated cropping system during the process of preparing a all 
cropped version versions of title image, and 

storing the image images a nd the definition of the at least one selectedj>ortion of 
&e -^^ag * , thft definition including at least information sufficient to determine the 
size and position of the at least one sele cted portion within the image.. 

31. (previously presented) The method of claim 30 wherein at least one defined 
portion of the image is a minimum area of the image that must appear in every cropped 
version of the image. 

32. (previously presented) The method of claim 30 wherein at least one defined 
portion of the image is an ideal area representing a desirable area of the image. 

33 . (new) The method of claim 4 further comprising producing one or more printed 
copies of the product design containing at least one cropped image version. 

34. (new) The method of claim 4 wherein at least some of the retained images have 
one or more keywords associated therewith and wherein the at least one image selected 
from the plurality of retained images is selected based on at least one keyword associated 
with the image. 
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35. (new) The method of claim 8 further comprising producing one or more printed 
copies of the product design containing at least one cropped image version, 

36. (new) The method of claim 8 wherein at least some of the retained images have 
one or more keywords associated therewith and wherein the at least one image selected 
from the plurality of retained images is selected based on at least one keyword associated 
with the image. 

37. (new) The method of claim 1 1 further comprising producing one or more printed 
copies of the product design containing at least one cropped image version. 

38. (new) The method of claim 1 1 wherein at least some of the retained images have 
one or more keywords associated therewith and wherein the at least one image selected 
from the plurality of retained images is selected based on at least one keyword associated 
with the image. 
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